
What are the growth opportunities for us to better embody that vision?Where have we missed the mark?

Reflecting on the Vision of All Things New and the goals we set last year; Where have we been 
faithful to that vision?

Poll Screen Shots

Week 1 Feedback

Worship Discipleship Mission

Paul O’Reilly
How much does our worship focus on God, 

vs ourselves, vs our community?

Paul O’Reilly
How welcoming are we 
toward those who are 

different from us? Those 
who we don’t agree with? 
Those who don’t feel like 

they belong?

Rowan Locke
It’s tricky - I feel like for all of them it’s 4 

for effort and intention, but our size and 
congregational member busyness means 
in practice it’s quite hard to execute the 

intention.

Agrees:
Heather Ballantyne

Wilsons
John & Sylvia Bowden

Ken EdkinsRoger Clark
in response to Paul O’Reilly

‘I think those questions 
draw different answers’

Chris Walsh
A new Papamoa… it’s 

somewhat scary to wonder 
what the cost will be 

individually

I have the desire, but I’m 
worried about the cost

Sandy Kerr
”I CAN imagine that new 
Pāpāmoa. Our busyness 

doing other stuff is 
prohibitive to it 

happening.”

Paul O’Reilly
Do we measure mission as ‘effort and time toward 

achieving that new Tauranga’?

Amanda Appleton
Hey look! The rubbish thing 

is happening… yay 
council??

Delwyn Wanhill
Soooo good Colin. Thanks 
for inspiring us and being 

real.

Arthur Warner
Keep preaching it Colin! 
That’s why Dorrie and I 
keep involved with GSB. 

Vision leaks, keep it 
coming.

Heather Ballantyne
Do we get the time in our 

busyness by catching those 
small things God whispers 

everyday?

Amanda Appleton-
 our partnership with 

Shiloh

Ken Edkins
Let’s try and remember the 

Papamoa we envisioned.

Alpha

Aukje Smith
John & Sylvia Bowden

Paul Marina
Jess & Rowan Locke

Ken Edkins 

By pushing hard to 
build the building 
we feel called to 

build

Wilsons
People stepping up to take 

small groups

Andrae Wilde 
Huia book group 

with Becca

Lyn Schumacher 
Groups being authentic 

and real, friendly 
reaching out, praying 

for community. 
Outreach through grief 

share.

Bruce Rea
We need to remember Acts 

2:42-47

Heidi Borlase
 transparency with progress 

of the new church build 
and openness around 

progress and change to the 
vision.

Heather Ballyntyne
Alpha, people being friendly in 

small groups, blessing our land, 
grief- share, lots of coffees and 

chats, food delivery, lots of 
phonically seeing how people 

are going.

Phone calls - people videoing 
catch ups over lockdown

George Wieland

CAP

Cam Martin 
Connection with 

newcomers is 
sometimes 

missing.

Hayley Gruetzmacher
Freezer with food for those 

who need it

Amanda 
Appleton 

pastoral care 
for our 

volunteers

Andrae Wilde We 
need to also starting 

thinking 
"multicultural" and 
not just bi- cultural

John & Sylvia
Having CAP come and 
talk about how easy it 

is for people to get into 
debt. Reaching out to 

the poor is so 
important.

Annalise 
Penhey

 our 
partnership 
with schools

Bruce Rea 
Start things 

well but dont 
follow through

Heather Ballantyne

 How to do church with 
busy people, what can we 

offer for lonely or shy 
people who dont feel 
comfy coming to the 

building,

Amanda Appleton
Expanding our church team 

‘ staff ;)

Lyn Schumacher 

Our numbers mean we 
need more cohesion 
with pastoral care to 

reach needs in church 
and community

Sandy Kerr 
There is a lot of focus 
on the building and I 

don't see a new church 
building making this 

new Pāpāmoa happen.

John & Sylvia Bowden
Financial education, not 

just CAP money

Jessica Locke
 Just capacity, I guess being 

able to focus in on one 
particular area (go full 

force), as a smaller church 
hard to hit all the marks all 

at the same time?

Eurydice Foster
Reaching out to people 

deconstructing and talking 
to them about the actual 

reasons they’re leaving the 
church could be a real 
blessing to a group of 

people often shunned or 
misrepresented

Daniel Moses 
looking out for 
our volunteers

Sharon Gordon 
follow up if 
people stop 

coming

Paul O’Reilly
If the church community is a field, most of it is fallow. 
We have small patches of growth (go connect groups!) 
but as farmers, we don’t know the plants in the field.

We often struggle to know each other, and as an 
organisation we don’t know the strengths, connections 

or passions of the entire church.

 Sandy Kerr
I don’t think we do well 
with reaching the many 
people in poverty in our 

community

Paul Marina 
Conferences

Andrae Wilde
  a newcomers' 
coffee corner 

would be great to 
welcome them - 

Nadia

Melanie Wilton
I guess we could have a 

team of people who try to 
catch up with ‘newbies’ 
throughout the week.

Andrae Wilde
  a newcomers' 
coffee corner 

would be great to 
welcome them - 

Nadia

Ken Edkins
 Making friends of 
new people and 

not just becoming 
acquaintances

Heidi Borlase groups 
targeting at 

supporting young 
adults. maybe even 

single peolpe

Eurydice Foster
 I get discouraged when you 
call men like Martin Luther 
great men of the faith while 
also trying to uplift women 

and non- white people 
considering his history and 

words on the subjects

John & Sylvia
Following up with people 

who are no longer coming

Heather Ballantyne 
online followup 
virtual connect 

groups for people 
who cant actually 
meet up phsically?

Paul O’Reilly
We can likely pull together to do 

a lot more and connect better 
with each other and with the 
community if we had better 
knowledge of each other’s 

strengths and passions and how 
we are each connected into the 

wider community.

John Spencer
An organised and regular 

food bank

Bruce Rea
Acts 2:42-47

Andrae Wilde
Perhaps counselling / 

prayer space for people 
who are in need?

Abby & 
Annalise
We need 

something for 
young adults!

Jessica Locke
Agree with Mel, like an 

after church lunch or some 
sort of family meal at 

someone’s house would be 
amazing

Paul O’Reilly
For those who have 

deconstructed and are part 
of our church, come hang 

out! There’s a connect 
group in the making!

Eurydice Foster
Offering queer Christians a 

place to share their faith 
and worship safely without 

fear of being harmed by 
dehumanising theology 

would be a massive help to 
community. There isn’t a 

place like that yet.

Vivienne Shorrock
Love church family meal 

ideas

Heather Ballantyne
Catching and empowering 

our teenagers and 
intermediates

Sandy Kerr
General sense of engaging 

everyone, everyday… growing 
outside of church on Sunday - 
church is everyday and to be 

everyday, every “one”  needs to 
be involved

Heather Ballantyne agrees

Sharon Gordon
Would love more shared 

lunches.

Church Camp!

Sara Shearman
Melanie Wilton

Mike Moth
Sarah Wilson
Karen Reeve
Cam Martin
Dan Moses

Jessica Locke
Amanda Oats
Heidi Borlase

Coffee Machine and 
trained coffee team. 

Fundraiser for a coffee 
machine?

Mike Moth
Amanda Appleton

Paul O’Reilly
Is there any interest in having 

“church lunch dates”? - randomly 
matching up people and hosts 

once a month?

Agrees:
Vivienne Sherrock

Sharon Gordon
Karen Reeve

Karen Reeve
Lunches would be a great 

way of making friends 
rather than just 
acquaintances

Stephen Appleton
Church wide ”Guess who’s 

coming to dinner?”

Paul O'Reilly
 I think there are three places that we can 'listen' as a 
church - the front of house, the back door and out in 

the community. Of those three, I think we only listen to 
one;

in that the voices of those who have left or those who 
linger near the back door are not an area we listen or 

learn from,
 and that we may struggle with listening to wider 

community voices around needs that are not 
connected to our church

Paul O'Reilly 

partnership with Maori 
around our building and 
land use is a 'new' way of 

being for churchs in 
Tauranga, and it's really 

really good that we did take 
that path

starting on the bi- cultural journey..... how do we 
continue and also become truly multi- cultural?

alpha
grief share

connect groups are an important part of becoming 
strengthened, accountable and vulnerable apart from 

the sunday services, great for strengthening church 
community... not sure how much these have been able 
to draw in or impact the non- churched.... maybe this is 
not their primary function apart from welcoming new 

people who turn up on sunday mornings
the prayer chain is a GREAT way of supporting the 

church community as well as those connected with the 
church community

The 2 main community needs that were identified were 
emotional & mental health and youth/partnering with 
Pap College. I can't see how either of those have been 
addressed except for strengthening the church youth 
group which presumably has drawn in other young 

people. And Alpha and Grief Share brought along some 
people needing support in different ways. Having said 

that, these are organised ministries/groups and each of 
us individuaaly needs to be on the look out for ways 

that we can interact with friends/neighbours etc and be 
salt and light. Testimonies about these opportunities 

pop up from time to time during sharing times in the 2 
connect groups i'm in involved in, even though the 

recipients are not always in our local community. Re- 
instating GIML is an excellent way to celebrate God at 

work.

A lot of the church community is really busy with work and family life but there is a 
large pool of retirees with time on their hands who want to be involved and make a 

difference. Maybe there could be some way of online posting of practical and 
emotional needs that people know of, so that if someone has a couple of spare 
hours they could volunteer to go and help (e.g. practical things like gardening, 

cleaning, pet & child- minding(?), helping shift house etc and emotional support like 
just listening and offering to pray.) Different people would have different areas 

they would feel comfortable at helping in.
Actively partnering with Pap College in supporting the teachers by taking morning 
tea or offering to do mundane practical tasks like cleaning & sorting equipment or 

whatever the teachers identify as needs.
Once the building is established having a free listening/counselling/support space 

would be great, but even before that happens would it be possible to make it 
available by booking a time online? There are trained counsellors in the church but 

also others who would be great at non- judgemental listening and support.
Partnering with existing community help agencies like Good Neighbour and the 

Blue Biyou Monday night dinner.
After- church lunch groups to meet for fellowship and discussion about the 

message. Flexible and open groups at a variety of homes to allow inter- 
generational mixing. Maybe everyone brings their own lunch/pot luck so that 

there's no pressure on the hosts.
The needs can seem so huge but 

identifying and facilitating a couple of 
areas at a time is the only way to make 
progress. I think there's a big degree of 
willingness and buy- in to the Make All 

Things New vision so hopefully there'll be 
the opportunity to continue with what 
we've started and to put more of it into 
practice long before the church building 

becomes a reality.

I think we’re 
doing really 

well. GSB only 
just started two 
years ago? 😅

Alpha, Partnering with 
Tangata Whenua (Shiloh, 
prayer / land dedication)

Connect groups, CAP

Alpha

Aukje Smith
John & Sylvia Bowden

Paul Marina
Jess & Rowan Locke

Working 
with 

schools

Possibly trying to focus efforts and resources at one thing at a time until that thing 
is well established/won’t require as much effort and then move into the other 

areas we want to improve? Acknowledging that we are a smaller church and to be 
able to do things well, we might just need to focus our resources on improving 
fewer things at a time/prioritising. Like would a coffee machine be a priority? 

Probably for some people! 😂 Whereas church camp would be massive. It would 
benefit so many people (even the introverts like us) just provides an awesome 

opportunity for building relationships. Those two are not equal examples though, I 
just don’t drink coffee. Lol.

I think it’s key to focus resources (people’s time etc) into strengthening the church 
community for now, so we can grow into all the other areas from a place of 

strength. The relationships of people have within the church need to be strong, 
think family camps a great way to help with that. 😀

Go church camp and shared family meals 😝

Encourage congregants (if 
that's a word) to identify 
their areas of gifting or 

passion and to suppoort 
existing services to the 
community where they 

exist and work well. 
Identify such services.

Sometimes Churches feel they need to own something 
(like a community service or "ministry" and take credit 

for what it achieves. This can be helpful, but The 
Kingdom of God is made up of many individuals not 
Churches. Thousands of individuals using their God 
given gifts will work towards making all things new. 

Some may need their Church to guide them, organise 
them and facilitate but not all.  Are there existing 

organisations that provide food for those in need? 
Budgetting help? Mental health support? 

Companionship? second hand furniture? practical 
help? etc etc.

It’s very difficult to break in as a young 
family without there being a crache 

program that establishes a connection 
with the kids and learning about Jesus 
and without connect groups that suit 

young families.  There is a lot of 
welcoming and hi’s and small talk in 
Sunday’s but very little in the way of 

developing new  meaningful friendships 
further outside of Sunday church.

New people’s gatherings 
would be really beneficial 

to meet the key team 
members and other new 

people after which 
assistance with integration 
into small groups would be 

amazing to get knitted in 
quickly.

The church is doing really well, to have a 
vibrant, relevant and engaging service, 

whilst also being causal. It’s encouraging 
that these questions are being asked and 

that there is clear vision and direction.  
It’s encouraging to be part of an effective 
organization that is seeing good growth 
at a time when many churches are aging 

or struggling to maintain attendance.
Alpha

Small groups
Team Night

Shiloh

Paul O’Reilly mentioned in the 
chat “church lunch dates” as an 
idea. I think this could be cool. If 
church staff encourage us to try 
find another person/ couple or 
family to have a meal with. But 
the staff don’t try match people 

up, that’s too hard and might not 
go well 😅


